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sacrificing the second of his boons in a spirit of dedi-
cation to the world at large. A true Hindu is one
who will come to seek his own liberation only when
he has fulfilled his duties toward his own relations
and to the generation in which he is living. Unless
one has practised universal love sufficiently for long
one cannot expand oneself fully to contain the Cause
and Essence of all the universes, the Lord or the Truth.
Here in the life of Nachiketas, Srulhi wants to empha-
sise this point as a necessary prerequisite for a suc-
cessful seeker.
In the Mantra Nachiketas is requesting Lord
Death to initiate him into the secret of the ritual by
which the performer can reach 'immortality5. This
is not to be construed as the true goal and aim of
life, the God-hood or Immortality. To understand
it thus would be against the fundamentals of Vedanta,
Karma (selfless work) cannot procure for the perfor-
mer the Supreme Goal of life, for, if the Supreme
were to be a product achievable through an action,
then it would be a thing made or 'born' and, as such,
it shall be finite. The Infinite or the Eternal God-
principle or Truth cannot be the product or the result
of an action or actions done. Thus, the word "im-
mortality5 here is used in a relative sense; compared
with the daily deaths in life, the longer periods of
existence for each ego-centre in the higher planes of the
Heavenly Regions is the * immortality5 (Amritatwam)
mentioned here.